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Recent Thoughts from David Pfeifer 
 

O Scale West 

Meet was on 

May 6th and 

7th.  Robert L. 

is assisting 

with the set up 

and Henry T. 

helping with 

closing as well 

as Art W. 

lending some 

time at the 

booth.  The 

meet is at the 

Hyatt 

Convention 

Center in Santa Clara. There was only one layout, 

an S Gauge layout at the meet.  

 

This was 

followed by the 

Sacramento-

Sierra Train 

Meet at the 

Scottish Rite 

Hall in 

Sacramento on 

May 28th.  It was 

open from 10:00 

AM until 

3PM. Robert L. 

and. The picture 

on the right is 

from the Sacramento event with Henry and Herb. 

 

Our recent Open House as was a great success. We 

have over 300 people who attended. Picture of the 

event will be below. We have a group of ten (10) 

attend on Saturday from the Acacia Creek Senior 

Living Center. I want to thank all the members, 

many of whom worked both day. 

 

The current status of our layout keeps moving 

forward (see a detailed update that follows in the 

dispatch).  We have new switch motors on hand and 

flood light towers placed in the train yard.  Scenery 

continues and they are moving onto the big city 

area.  Meanwhile, Will Taylor and Art Walton are 

moving forward with our Media Center rebuild in 

the kitchen. The old center has been broken down 

and now resides in the dump. The center should be 

installed in the near future. 
 

 

 
 

 
      

Article of the Quarter by Will Taylor 
 

GG1:  A Great Locomotive Success Story 
 

What boy growing up in the ô40ôs and ó50ôs 

did not dream of owning a Lionel GG1 electric 

train!  Not only was the GG1 a great success for 

Lionel Corporation, it was one of the most 

successful locomotives build in the US. 
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Between 1934 and 1943 General Electric 

and the Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR) built 139 

GG1ôs.  Through the years the GG1 served the 

Pennsy, Penn Central, Conrail, and Amtrak.  The 

New Jersey Transit retired the last GG1 in 1983 

making it the longest revenue locomotive in US 

history.  The Lionel electric model appeared in the 

1948 catalogue.   It also served the Lionel Corp. 

well through the years.   In the 2016 catalogue the 

GG1 is again featured, four color schemes, as a 

scale O gauge model, see below, with all the latest 

ñbells and whistles.ò 

The GG1 was developed during one of the 

worst times for American Industry --- the Great 

Depression.  During this time the PRR was pushing 

forward on a mammoth 177 million dollar project 

to electrify 2,677 miles of track, plus bridge and 

station construction. Part of this total capital 

improvement was to develop a locomotive to meet 

Company needs.   

The GG1 did not just ñhappen,ò but was the 

outgrowth of earlier locomotives.  In 1915 PRR 

changed its electrification rails to AC because of 

the success of the New Haven.  With this change 

the FF1, ñBig Lizò, was built in 1917.  The 

Locomotive proved to work but was too powerful 

for the freight cars of this time period.  It snapped 

the couplers and as a pusher popped cars off the 

track in the middle of the train.  The importance of 

this locomotive was the introduction of half-frames 

connected in the middle.   Only one FF1 was made 

and it was scarped in 1940.  The concept of the half-

frames connected in the middle was used in the 

GG1. 

The L5 locomotive followed in 1924.  It 

was called a ñuniversalò locomotive.  This 

locomotive was used in freight and passenger trains 

by changing gears.  There were twelve L5ôs made.  

One of the major problems with the FF1 and L5 was 

a need for a heavy connecting rods. 

What was needed was a small but powerful 

motor that could be placed between the wheel 

axles.  This would allow power to be transferred 

directly to the axle and wheel, no longer needing 

heavy side-rods.  In 1925 Westinghouse developed 

such a motor.   The P5 locomotive was born.  The 

P5 became the next important step in the 

development of the GG1.  The P5 was a box cabin 

design.  Following a fatal accident in 1934, to an 

engine crew-member, a streamline center cab was 

designed for the safety of its crew.  With tapered 

ends for visibility, the basic shape for the GG1 was 

born.  The P5ôs developed cracking problems in the 

driving axles and at high speeds had tracking 

problems.   

Again going to the New Heaven, the PRR 

rented an EP3a for testing. This locomotive was a 

box cabin stile, but was an articulated two-unit 

locomotive.  This locomotive performed better than 

the Pennsy engineered locomotive used in the same 

test.  Using the articulated design of the EP3a with 

a streamlined center cab designed by Raymond 

Loewing, a well-known industrial designer, the 

GG1 was created. 

On November 10, 1934 the first 57 GG1ôs 

were ordered at the cost of 15 million dollars.  Due 

to the success of these locomotives between 1934 

and 1943 one hundred thirty nine GG1ôs were built.  

The GG1 proved to be locomotive suited for freight 

as well as passenger service.  The GG1 reached it 

pinnacle during WWII working around the clock 

moving tons of freight and thousands of passengers 

for the war effort without any major problems. 

With that being said, nothing is perfect.   On 

January 15, 1953, the Federal coming into 

Washington, DC, had brake failure.  It crashed 

through Union Station ending up on the bottom 

floor.  There were no fatalities!  The GG1 was 

removed reassembled and put back into service in 

less than a year.  In February 1958, a freak storm of 

high winds and better cold caused almost invisible 

ice crystals to form.  The ice crystals were able to 

pass through the filters on the intakes of the GG1ôs 

shorting out the motors.  In a short time most of the 

GG1 fleet was not able to move.  The air intakes 

were moved to the top of the locomotives and the 

problem never re-occurred.   
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As stated 

before, the long 

service of GG1 closed 

in 1983 (Forty-eight 

years of service) when 

the New Jersey Transit 

retired the last GG1.  

 On the 

right is a pictures taken 

at a recent CTTOM 

meeting where I 

discussed the success 

of the GG1 and 

displayed models in 

multiple scales of the 

GG1.  

 

Open House Pictures 
 
The first was taken shortly after opening on 

Saturday. All the people raising their hands were 

from Acacia Creek Senior Living Center. Why does 

Robert Lopez have his hand up? 

 

 
 
Next we see the Daylight steaming about the upper 

loop. 

 

 
 

What an eastern railroad running in the West? Here 

comes the Broadway limited pulled by a 

Pennsylvania RR 6600 Steam Turbine. 

 
 

Erick Pfeifer running his new weathered Santa Fe 

train with a Chicago Northwestern RR on the right 

and one of the Norther Pacific Lion Chiefs on the 

inside track. 
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Standing room only on the CTTOM Layout! 

 
 

Dad, please let me get a look at the railroad! 

 
 

Wow, I can run 

trains too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Itôs the end of the Day on Sunday and Will is still 

going strong. But, some are tiring out! 

 
 

 

What a Great Open House!  
 

 
There was 

one person 

missing 

from the 

open house. 

Jeff was not 

up in his 

favorite 

place in the 

control 

tower.  

 

 

 

Scenery Update 
CTTOM is continuing to make progress on the 

scenery in the layout.  A number of members work 

on the layout most Tuesdays and Thursdays 

between 9:30 am to 2:00 pm.  If you are available 

and would like to work on the projects listed below 

on those days please contact John OôMara.  If you 

would like to work other days please contact Ann 

Livingstone. 
 

Landscaping: 

¶ David Kreutzinger is building an oil 

refinery (south-west corner of the 

layout).Switch repair, track work, and 

landscaping needed (turn table area of the 

layout) 

¶ Switch repair, track work, and landscaping 

needed (turn table area of the layout) 
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¶ Ann Livingstone and David Pfeifer mocked 

up buildings for the city.  A building has 

been ordered from Korber Models and 

when it arrives further placement will be 

done. (upper town, north east side of the 

layout). This building is the Pfeifer ñSeed 

and Produce Building.ò 

¶ John 

OôMara, 

Bob 

Mowbray, 

Will 

Taylor, and 

others have 

started the 

valley, near 

the control tower in the northwest corner of 

the layout.  The plan is to add to the 

mountain and finish portal area next (north 

east corner). 

¶ The committee is planning to build a bus 

station on 

the lower 

level (it is 

hidden 

some 

where in 

the dark) 

and a big 

city above 

(in north east corner of the layout). Note the 

Train Station on top of the Bus Depot.  Any 

suggestions for these two areas are 

welcome.  

¶ A road and landscaping is needed by óDavid 
Pfeiferôs Fruit Standô (east lower level). 

¶ Roads, 

walkways 

and scenery 

are needed 

through the 

yard 

(industrial 

upper level in 

the south east corner of the layout).  It has 

been decided to use gravel in this area and a 

color is to be chosen by the committee. 

 

Your scenery team planning for the future!  

 
 
Meet Your Members 

This quarterôs 

featured member is 

Ernst R. Habicht, Jr. 

Ph. D. Ernst (Hasty) 

Habicht was born in 

Charleston, West 

Virginia where he 

gained an abiding 

interest in the 

Chesapeake & Ohio 

RR whose steam 

passenger trains he 

rode back and forth to 

Virginia until his 

family moved to 

Delaware in 1949. 

There he then 

became an enthusiast of the Pennsylvania RR, often 

riding between Wilmington and Philadelphia 

behind a GG-1 to watch the Phillies and Aôs play at 

Schibe Park (Connie Mack Stadium).  Later in life 

heôd ride the Zephyr east from California, the flying 

Scotsman from London to Edinburgh and the TGV 
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over parts of France. 
Hastyôs most memorable railroading 

experience took place on the New Haven RR line 

in July of 1955 as he and his Dad were on their way 

up to Boston to visit colleges.  The following, a 

direct quote from Wikipedia, describes the 

incident: 

ñOn July 14, 1955, New Haven train 172, 

bound for Boston, derailed in Bridgeport at 3:42 

AM while going around one of the New Haven 

electric main line's sharpest curves, the 30 mph 

Jenkins Curve (named for the factory 

of valve manufacturer Jenkins Bros., then located 

on the inside of the curve). The electric 

locomotive, EP-4 No. 363, and 15 of the train's 17 

cars derailed from track 2 (the eastbound inner 

track); traveling down the curve's outside 

embankment, the locomotive struck Alco S-

1 switcher 0949 working freight cars in the 

railroad's Bridgeport Lower Yard, causing it to 

derail as well. Two catenary poles were knocked 

down, along with all of the wires, blocking all four 

main tracks. Fifty-eight crew and passengers were 

injured, including the switcher's crew; the sole 

fatality was the Federal's engineer. The streamlined 

EP-4, from a class of six units which had much in 

common with the PRR GG1s, was not repaired and 

was scrapped. The cause of the wreck was 

determined in the official ICC accident report to be 

excessive speed on the curve, which the train took 

at a speed estimated between 60 and 75 mph, as 

determined from flange marks on the rails as the 

train started to leave the rails. The death of the 

engineer, together with confusing speed estimates 

and braking testimony from the fireman and other 

crewmembers (the speedometer was not visible 

from the fireman's seat), prevented a clear picture 

as to why the engineer failed to slow his train 

down. However, other testimony from the fireman, 

in describing the engineer's last moments, suggest 

a possible lack of situational awareness while 

attempting to make up time (the train, already late 

leaving Penn Station, had gotten up to 26 minutes 

behind schedule).ò 

Ernest has a distinguished college education 

receiving degrees in chemistry from Harvard 

University and Stanford University. He also has 

held postdoctoral and academic positions at the 

University of California at San Diego.  

He has been an energy policy consultant 

specializing in the interaction of economic 

incentives and emerging technologies. He was the 

first director of the Environmental Defense fundôs 

energy program which he founded shortly after 

joining the group in 1971.His efforts lead to the 

time-of-day pricing in the United States starting in 

Wisconsin in 1974 and became the foundation of 

the EDFô;s effort to improve environmental 

outcomes by unifying economic and scientific 

analysis.  

He has authored published papers and 

review articles on energy technology and regulation 

and has written for the national media./He served 

as an expert witness before numerous regulatory 

authorities and testified frequently before the 

United States Congress. His client included 

investment banks, utilities, large energy users, not-

for-profit groups and governmental agencies. 

 

Train Pictures from Around the 
World 
Canadian Pacific 

 
 

 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridgeport,_Connecticut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valve
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_Haven_EP4&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alco_S-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alco_S-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Railway_electrification_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interstate_Commerce_Commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Situational_awareness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania_Station_(New_York_City)
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Any Norfolk Western Fans in CTTOM? 

 
The following picture was taken by Petr Mirļev 

(Czech Republic) recently taken at 

"Waldviertlebahn,"  a narrow gauge railway 

located in far northern Austria, near the border to 

the Czech Republic. 

 
 

Real Steam in Serbia and Bosnia 

 
 

URLôs leading to Train Videos 
 
Fort Bragg Layout 
http://www.mendorailhistory.org/1_home/youtube.
htm 
 
You Tube Train Videos  

This one is a bit tricky. Enter the URL noted below. 

You will get an error message that the video no 

longer exits. In the search box enter train videosò 

and a long list will appear on your right. Page down 

and you will find a great one hour video of 

California Trains.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZyZHnXK9rKQ
&NR 

 
Time Lapse of Open House by Robert Lopez 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYqsyUbpBCI 

 

Chama Railroad 
https://youtu.be/5Nkw22tUFZQ 

 

Calendar of Coming Events 
¶ July 9th ï CTTOM meeting with TCA at 

1:30PM 

¶ August 13th ï CTTOM meeting at 1:30PM 

¶ October 1st and 2nd ï CTTOM Halloween 

Open House from 10AM to 4PM  

¶ October 1st ï TTOS River City Train Show 

10AM to 3PM, Sacramento Scottish Rite 

¶ September 10th - CTTOM meeting at 

1:30PM 

¶ December 3rd and 4th ï CTTOM Christmas 

Open House, 10AM to 4PM 

 
Sell or Trade 
 
This section is for members to share rolling stock 

and accessories that they want to sell or trade. 

Submit you sell or trade items to the Dispatch 

Editor, Art Walton, at arthurwalton@sbcgloal.net. 

 

Sell 

¶ Pre War Traditional Barrel Crane with 

original box ï David Pfeifer 

¶ Original Silver Shadow Hudson and Tender 

with a Display Case ï David Pfeifer 

¶ No. 52 Ballast Stamper with box ï David  

¶ No. 55 PRR tie ejector unity ï David 

Pfeifer. 

¶ Traditional Rolling stock, box cars and 

trailer ï Art Walton 

¶ Traditional GG1ôs (2) one with TMCC ï 

Art Walton 

¶ Operating Accessories, including Bascule 

Bridge ï Art Walton 

¶ FastTrack straight (two full boxes), curved 

and three sizes of switches ï Art Walton 

http://www.mendorailhistory.org/1_home/youtube.htm
http://www.mendorailhistory.org/1_home/youtube.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZyZHnXK9rKQ&NR
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZyZHnXK9rKQ&NR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYqsyUbpBCI
https://youtu.be/5Nkw22tUFZQ
mailto:arthurwalton@sbcgloal.net

